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Years 2 & 3 Reading Workshop



Outcomes of the session:

To understand:

-how reading is taught at Curwen
-the main reading skills taught and kinds of activities used

-what kinds of questions to ask to support reading comprehension

-how else you can help at home



Reading at School:

-30 minutes of Reading Time each day (developing reading skills)
-Guided Reading book- they will read this with an adult once a week

-Library books (x2)- fiction and non-fiction, may be higher than
their reading level

-Story time- hear an adult read for 10-15 minutes each day at 3pm



Curwen Reading Skills

Skills Definition/what this means What this might look like / questions
Finding (literal) Quickly scanning a textin order tofindthe answertoa | ‘Fastestfingerfirst’ copy and paste, ‘findit' questions, Questions where
literal question. answers are explicitly specifically statedin the text. These types of
answerdo not require a full sentence answer.
Proving (deducing) Usingevidence fromthetextto justifyananswerand | ‘Prove it’ questions.
explain reasons/motivations/situations etc. Questions where answersare not necessarily stated explicitly.

E.g. The police find a body with a knife sticking out of it.
Deduction: someone has probably been murdered.

Inferring Going beyond the literal information. E.g. The police find a body with a knife sticking out of i,
Inference: someone didn't like that person.
Sequencing Putting key eventsfroma textinto a suitable order. | Giving pupils key events of text/ picturesto order, Pupils able to

verbally relay the order of events withina text.



Reading skills
e

® Skimming helps you find information in a text without
reading the whole thing.

® Readers usually skim when a text is very long.

® Skimming will help you decide whether the text is interesting or useful




Let's have a go at skimming. Choose one of the techiniques to skim the text.

Tropical Storm Harvey
Tropical Storm Harvey has moved on to other
parts of the United States after battering the

city of Houston in Texas for the past four days.

The storm, the most powerful to hit the area in 50
years, has dumped record rainfall in the region.
Large parts of Houston are underwater, and more
than 20 people are reported dead.

Skimming techniques

1.Read the
subheadings and
title

2. Read the first
sentence of each
paragraph

3. Look for dates,
names (capital
letters) and
technical words




: Reading skills
Scanning

Scanning helps you to find a very specific piece of information, e.g. a word in
dictionary.

Once you've found the piece of information, skim the surrounding text to make
sure it's what you're looking for. a2




Let's have a go at scanning. We'll try each of the techniques in turn.

Sditl] AU "
Look at the command word: 21 ;
® Who - a name .

® When - date, day or fime 4
® How many - number

® Where - a place 5

The 31st of August 2017 marked 20 years since the
death of Diana, Princess of Wales, the mother of
Prince William and Prince Harry. Diana was one of the
most famous people in the world and she was really
popular with many people in the UK. Diana was born on
July 1, 1961. She had two older sisters and a brother.



Sequencing

Can you solve the sequence puzzles?

a) 0 5 10 __ 20 25
b) May  June August September October
c) Spring Summer Winter

=% | What does 'sequence' mean?

rartner talk| 1Ne order that things or events happen in
|




Sequencing events (dates)

Sequence the Egyptian events from earliest to latest -
remember it is BC, so the times ‘appear’ to go backwards!

7
e | VY
6000BC /},\/
People settle 3500 BC 5000 BC
near River Nile First use of L B090 .8 Farm cattle
3 : First buildings ‘
hieroglyphics of mud brick wheat and barley
30 BC onwards
1325 BC 2400 BC Romans control
King Tutankhamun First obelisks built Egypt
buried (tombs for nobles)

{3
R
2500 BC =N
Great Sphinx and I :
Great Pyramid 1500 BC
Valley of the
Kings tombs built
30 BC
Death of 525 - 404 BC
Cleopatra Persians invade
and rule Egypt




Sequencing events (statements)
Number the statements 1-b to show the correct sequence of events.

I walked to school.

I ate my breakfast.

1 | The alarm clock went of f.
I brushed my teeth.

I washed my hands and face and went downstairs for breakfast.

Steps to success:
® Use your own experience

® Create a picture in your mind
- order things that happened
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Partner talk

Sequencing

/S'I'eps to success:

o

1. Read the text
2. Look for time / date
3. Use your own experience

4. Create a picture in your mind -
order things that happened
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Sequencing pictures

Aeng came a big, hod
welt, He wene t ta the
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Sequencing shades of meaning

Order the words from least happy to most happy.
Tell your partner why you think your order is correct.

happy olad thrilled

ecstatic

delighted overjoyed
pleased
cheerful



Summarising

What does summarise mean?
® give the key events
® a brief outline of the main points

*WHO is the story about?

*WHAT is the conflict in the story?

*WHEN did the story take place?

*WHERE did the story take place?

*WHY did the story turn out this way? L

*HOW did everything get resolved? Is objective \/
-includes in-text reference

Writing a Summary

-shorter than the original

-includes only the main points

-in the writer's own words!



Summarising

R0oa

1d Dakl

Roald Dahl wasbaminLlandaff, Cardiff ,on the 13™ September
1916. His parentswere from Norway. They named him af rer the
famous Norwegian explorer Reald Amundsen

In February 1920, Dehl'sclder sister Astri died. A few weeks
later, his fatherdied tos, Tn his book ‘Boy’, Dahl said that his
fatherwas “everwhelmedwith grief” fer Astri. When his father
died, Dahl's mother was pregnant. His sister ASTa was born later
in The year.

In 1925, when he was 9, Dahl was sent ta o boarding
sehool in Weston- Super- Mare When he was 13, he
moved to Reptan,a famous public schoel near Derby
Dahl did not enjoy it There. He wasbeatenand
Treated badly by some of The aTher boys.

In Nevember 1939, Dahl joined the Royal Air Force
andlearnt Te fly. In Seprember1940, hisplane
crashed and he was badly hurt. Ir Took him sifm

/

manths ta recover, but he continued o suf ferfrom Terrible
headaches. In the summer of 1941 he had 1o go home 1o his
mather. He starfed to write stories in1942

{ e | In 1951 Roaldmer his future wife,an
4 ‘{ i American actress calledPatricia Neal
_j" They marviedin 1953 and had five children

together, In 1954, they moved to Great
Missenden,

Buckinghamshire.

In 1961, James and the Giant Peace was
published Roaldwent on ta publishmany
children’s baoks: Charlie and the Chocalate
Factory (1964), Fantastic Mr Fox (1970) and the Twits (1980) To
namebur a few. He wrote his sTories in a writing hut in The
garden of his house, which children were not allowed to enter!

In 1962, his daughter Olivia died.
She was seven years old, the same.
age as his sister had been when
she died. Dahl kepra picture of

= Olivia in his writing hut and both
Jamesand the Giant Peachand the BFE are dedicated o her.

In 1981, he sepanated from Patricia Neal andin
1983 he married his secand wife, Felicity
Crosland Roald Dahl died in Oxfordon the 23~
of November 1990 andisburied in the parish i
churchof 5t Peterand 5t Paul in Great
Missenden.

ROALDY
DA

SkEmen

Steps to succes
1.Read the
paragraph
2. Draw a pictur
3.Create a
subheading fi

the picture




Comparing (settings, characters, themes)

What does 'compare’ mean?
Find things that are Similar
between two or more things

When we compare, we also find
out things that are different.

These are called 'EoRTrRAsTs' .

The Enormous Crocadile is the.

greediest creature. in the whole
jungle: and he loves eating children!
He's a terrible boaster and thinks
he's really smart with his secret

®| plans and clever tricks. But he's not
a3 clever a3 the ather animals and
they plan to ruin his wicked schemes
and teach him ta lesson he won't

A bucket, a ladder and o cleaner? How about a pelican,
a giraffe and a monkey? Not the usual ingredients,
but this is a window-cleaning company with a
difference. Join Billy as he makes friends with three
amazing animals and gets up to some thrilling

mistress had better watch out,

Matilda Wermwood's father is a mean erooked
crook. And her mother's just plain stupid. They
think Matilda is a nuisance whe should watch more
TV and read fewer books! But her lovely feacher
Miss Haney thinks Matilda is a genius. Matilda has
afew extraordinary fricks up her sleeve, so her
herrible parents and even more horrible head-

Mr and Mrs Twit are really disgusting. They smell because
they never wash, they fight because they play fricks on
each other. AND they hate children. But worst of all.
‘they keep monkeys in their back garden. In cages. It's

g time for the monkeys to get their revenge on these twa

Daney thinks that his dod is the
most marvellous and exciting father
a boy could wish for. Life is happy
and peaceful in the gypsy caravan,
until ane day Danny discovers his dad
has been breaking the law. What's
more, soon Danny has to join his
father as they attempt to pull of f a
daring and devilish plot against
horrible, red-faced Mr Victor

James's aunts, Spiker and Sponge,
are ahways calling him names. They
beat him and starve him and make his
life o misery. If only his parents
hadn't been eaten by an angry
escaped rhinoceros, he wouldn'T be in
this mess. But one day he meets a
mysterious man who gives him o bag
of magic crocodile tongue. and so
begins the adventure of his dreams.

Where is the story set?
What are the characters like?
Who are te good/bad characters?

Every night, when the world is

sleeping, big gruesome giants
quzzle up whoppsy-whiffling human
beans. And there’s only one giant
who can stop them - the BF6. He's
the kindest giant there is and, with
his friend Sophie in his fop pocket,
he sets out to rid the world of the
Blosdbottler, the Fleshlumpeater
and all their ratsome friends

farever.

Charlie Bucket has WON Willy
Wonka's chacolate factory and
is on his way to take possession
of it. In a great glass elevator!
But when the elevator mokes a
fearful whooshing noise, Charlie
and his family find themselves
in splendid erbit around the
Earth, A daring adventure has
begun. with the one and only Mr
Willy Wonka leading the way.



Predicting

What does 'predict' mean?
Make a sensible guess about what happens
next, using clues from the book




Inference

What does inference mean?
An inference is an idea or conclusion that is made after looking
at clues in a text. We make can make a good guess by using the
clues.




Activity 1 - Inference

Clues Inference Prediction
What do you see? What does it tell you? What will happen next?




How can you help at home?

® Enjoy uninterrupted reading time

® Model good reading- read with expression, share you thoughts/opinions,
take furns

® Check that your child knows what the words mean. Explain difficult
words and show your child how to use words by giving examples of
sentences.

® Explore and use vocabulary. Ask your child to write down any new words
they come across. look it up in a dictionary and try to use it in a sentence.

® Encourage your child to sequence the ideas and events in the story in the
correct order.

® Encourage your child to describe objects and people and add details.
This will help to develop your child's vocabulary.



How can you help at home?
® Asking key questions. Ask a few questions at different points of the book.
However try to let the child lead the conversation about the book.

Before reading the book

Halfway through the book

At the end of the book

*Why did you choose
this book?

*What do you think will
happen in the story?

*If non-fiction- What
do you hope to find
out?

*What has happened so far?

*Who are the main
characters?

*How do you think the main
characters are feeling now?
Why?

*How would you describe the
story so far? E.g. funny/
exciting

*Did you enjoy this book?
*What was the best part
of the story?

*What could be an
alternative ending?

*Would you recommend this
book to a friend? Why?

*Would you choose more
books by the same author?



Ask questions that encourage children to use the range of reading skills:
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Questions linked to reading skills

Skimming:

What genre of text do you think this is?
What do you think the text is about?
Would you like to read this book? Why?

Scanning:
Who is the main character?

When is the story set?

Canyou find the part where..?

Tell me three facts you learnt from this
Text.

Summarising

What is the main point in this paragraph?
Sum up what has happened so farin ..
words or less.

Which is the most important point in
these paragraphs?

Do any sections/paragraphs deal with the
same themes?

Sequencing

What happens in the story’s opening?
How/where does the story start?

What happened at the end of .7

What is the dilemma (problem) and how is
it resolved?

Comparing

What is similar/dif ferent about two
characters? Explain why... did that.
Describe dif ferent characters reactions
to the same event,

Understanding Vocabulary:

Canyou find a word that means,,
Canyou find a noun/verb/adjective that
shows you that,,

Why do you think the writer used the
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Literal questions- the answer is in the text.

What came out of the little egg?

What did the caterpillar eat first?

What made the caterpillar feel better?

When did the caterpillar come out of the egg?
When did the caterpillar get a stomach ache?
How|long did the caterpillar stay in the cacoon?
Why|did the caterpillar look for some food?
Why |was the caterpillar's stomach hurting?

THE VERY
HUNGRY
CATERPILLAR

by Exic Carle

Inferential questions- the answer comes from picking up clues in
the text.



Look at a book on your table.

Think about some questions you would ask your child.
Use the question sheet to help you.

Try and include literal and inferential questions.

ogether | veryone

Questions linked to reading skills

Skimming:

What genre of text doyou think this is?
What do you think the text isabout?
Would you like fo read this book? Why?

Scanning:

Who is the main character?

Whenis the story set?

Canyou find the part where_?

Tell me three factsyou learnt from this
text.

Summarising

What is the main point in this paragraph?
Sum up what has happened so farin .
words or less.

Sequencing

What happens in the story's opening?
How/where does the story start?
What happened at the end of .2




Find the words 'obliterate’ in the dictionary. What other words
mean the same?

oo IR Alphabetical order
oG- Starting point (beginning, middle or end
Thesaurus

of the dictiona
@rv2010 r'Y)

res | Index for quick location
Oﬁt -Is it anoun, verb, adjective, adverb?
Wl- Put the word into a sentence
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